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8 Resources That will Keep You in the Know 



A Successful Writer is An 

Educated Writer.

So you’ve finally finished writing your book and you’re ready to publish it. Now what? 

Do you just start sending your material out to agents in alphabetical order? Do you 

upload your files to self-publish on Amazon and then send the cover image and book 

description to every book blogger you can find? 

Not if you’re smart, you don’t. That's a sure way to burn out with little ROI for your work. 

When you face the extraordinarily stiff competition that is book publishing, you want to 

get yourself an edge against the odds—and that edge is information. But the choices of 

blogs and newsletters to read can be almost as overwhelming as the knowledge you’re 

hoping to discover! So let me help you out by sharing my favorite go-to resources 

(some free, some not) for publishing education. Enjoy! 

Friedman & Porter’s Hot Sheet 

A paid newsletter delivering insightful industry analysis worth every penny and then 

some. Don’t miss Jane Friedman’s book publishing blog, either. I’m a fan of all her work.
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The Creative Penn

This blog by multi-bestselling self-published author Joanna Penn is choc-full o’ great 

tips on everything from writing to navigating the indie book route.

http://hotsheetpub.com/
https://janefriedman.com/blog/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/


Publisher’s Lunch

A great free update on the biggest news in publishing for those who get antsy without a 

daily dose of fresh info.

Publisher’s Marketplace

Though it has some free content, the real gold is in the paid version where you can 

search databases for info on book deals including what recently sold to which editors 

where.
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Joel Friedlander’s Practical Advice to Help Build Better 

Books

A blog about writing and publishing better books, well worth spending a few hours 

perusing. You'll find great resources for DIY book design as well (I love his templates!)
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Publisher’s Weekly

You can read a free version of this industry staple online, and most libraries will have the 

magazine’s print edition. Enjoy book reviews, industry news, author interviews, and 

more.

Shelf Awareness

With free newsletters for both readers and industry pros, you can easily stay on top of 

book trends that should inform your submission and publication strategies.

Stay tuned to our blog for other helpful articles and resources! 

https://lunch.publishersmarketplace.com/
https://www.publishersmarketplace.com/
https://www.thebookdesigner.com/articles/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/
http://www.shelf-awareness.com/
http://www.thewritersally.com/articles

